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(WHEREUPON, this portion of the
proceedi ngs began at 6:38 p.m, after which the
follow ng transpired:)

MR GRUZA: So ny nane is Sy Guza.
|'mthe environnental attorney for PSEG Long
I sland, and I want to wel cone you to tonight's
publ i c hearing.

As |'"'msure you're all aware, LIPA
has proposed to install a 69kv under ground
transm ssion |ine between the Buell and
Bri dgehanpt on Subst ati ons, and PSEG Long | sl and
as agent for LIPA has prepared a Draft
Envi ronnment al | npact Statenent that's avail abl e
online that you can review.

The public hearing tonight is an
opportunity for you to provide us wth your
comments on the proposed action and on the
DEIl S.

We have a court reporter wth us.
She'll be creating a transcript for us. W'll
have a record of all of your comments.

W will provide a witten response to
all of the comments as part of the Final

Envi ronnment al | npact Statenment that we'll be
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preparing after this hearing over the next
coupl e of nont hs.

I want to -- this is not the end of
the public coment period. The public conmment
period is actually going to run through
July 12th. So if you think of other statenents
or comrents or questions that you want to have
answered in the Final Environnental | npact
Statenment you can submt themup to July 12th,
and we'll treat themthe sane way we woul d
treat any of the comments that are nmade here
t oni ght .

We're going to limt the comments to
three m nutes per person in order to nmake sure
t hat everyone has an opportunity to speak.
We're going to call people to make their
comments in the order that they're listed on
the sign-up sheet. |If you haven't signed up to
make a comment and you want to, the sign-up
sheet is over by the table to ny left.

Al so we probably have peopl e
participating virtually, and at the end of the
comments fromthe people who are here in the

room we will -- the people who are virtually
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participating wll have an opportunity to nake
their comments, al so.

I'd like to hand this over now to ny
col | eague, Lara Urbat, who'll give a brief
overvi ew of the project.

MS. PUM - URBAT: Thank you, Sy. |
apol ogize. Bill, does he have -- there's a
presentati on that was supposed to be up on the
screen for everybody to see.

Apol ogies. W're just waiting to get
t he presentation | oaded up. Just bear with us
a second.

MALE VO CE: You have three m nutes
to get it together.

MS. PUM - URBAT: Bear wth us.

Apol ogies. It's always technical difficulties.

So good eveni ng, everybody. | just
want to give you a brief overview of the
project and what you'll be commenting on this
evening. Particularly if you didn't have the
opportunity to wal k around during our public
i nformation session and view the boards that
we' ve prepared.

So just a little bit of background on
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the project. PSEG Long |Island as agent for the
LI PA, the Long Island Power Authority, is
responsi ble to ensure that we provi de safe and
reliable electricity to our custoners.

The South Fork --

MALE VO CE: Speak into the mc.

MALE VO CE: Louder.

FEMALE VO CE: Can't hear you.

M5. PUM-URBAT: |Is that better?

The South Fork | oad has been grow ng
steadily over the past nunber of years, and we
have identified the need to be able to provide
addi ti onal power suites on the South Fork. So
that's the inpetus for this project.

The project goes between our
Bri dgehanpt on Substati on and our Buel
Substation, and it's about 5.2 mles in | ength.

We're going to be using two
constructi on nmethodologies to install the
project. So horizontal directional drill, and
that's going to be utilized beneath the Long
Pond G eenbelt, and also for a portion of the
project that is beneath the Long I sl and

Rai |l road tracks close to our Buell Substati on.
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The remai nder of the project wll be installed
via open trench.

So due to the potential for
significant environnental inpact, especially
wth the Eastern tiger sal anmander, LIPA issued
a positive declaration on this project. That
positive declaration triggered the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent, which was
prepared and accepted by LIPA on May 18t h.

The Draft Environnental | npact
St at enent anal yzes a vari ety of both natural
and human resources. That includes both soils,
t opography, water resources, ecology, noise,
traffic inpact, cultural resources, and inpacts
to the coastal soil

It also analyzed five alternatives,
whi ch are avail able on the boards in the back
if youd like to |l ook at those in nore detail.

In terns of sone of the nore
i mportant points of the project we have
designed mtigation for any inpacts to the
Eastern tiger salamander. That i ncludes
revegetation and restoration of subopti nal

habi tat for that species, and we have al so
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desi gned constructi on nmet hodol ogy to mnimze
di sturbance in the area.

So again, just to reiterate what Sy
had di scussed. This is just one step of the
process. Wat we are here to do tonight is to
recei ve your comments. Those comments are
going to be recorded, and then we w || address
themin the Final Environnental | npact
Statement. The comment period is open from
July 12th, and we do have a variety of ways
that you can submt coments. You can submit
themthis evening, via email, or via mail, and
the way you can submt themis provided on the
fact sheets that are avail able on the round
t abl e.

So at this point | think we would
like to invite our first commenter up to
provi de their conments.

MR GRUZA: So when you're called to
of fer your comments you can nake them fromthe
podium There's a m crophone there.

THE ANNOUNCER: Qur first commenter
is New York State Assenbly Menber, Fred Thiele.

ASSEMBLYMAN THI ELE: ' m going to get
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cl ose because it sounds |ike you need to with
t he m crophone.

So thank you very nuch, and it's an
i mportant project we're here to tal k about
tonight. M nane is Fred Thiele. |1'mthe New
York State Assenblynman for the 1st Assenbly
District, which includes all of the Town of
East Hanpton, all the Town of Sout hanmpton, the
Town of Shelter |sland, eastern Brook haven.
All of this project is included wthin ny
Assenbly District, and I'm going to use ny
three mnutes to kind of summarize ny basic
feelings about this. | will be submtting nore
detailed, witten comments to you.

And let ne just say at the outset
that when it cones to Long Pond G eenbelt I'm
protective of this resource because it is a
critical area of open space wthin ny Assenbly
District that | take very seriously, but it's
al so extrenely personal to ne. | live in Sag
Harbor. | grew up in the Long Pond G eenbelt.
My introduction to nature really cane from
wal ki ng in the Long Pond G eenbelt with ny

father. | recognize what an inportant
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recreational and ecological resource it is
because | live it and | continue to live it
every singl e day.

But in ny role as an el ected
official, I'"'malso mndful of the fact that
between the state of New York, the County of
Suffol k, the Town of Sout hanmpton, the Nature
Conservancy, the Peconic Land Trust, literally
tens of mllions of dollars have been spent of
public nmoney to protect the resource that is
t he Long Pond G eenbelt, which is a chain of
coastal ponds that runs all the way from Sag
Har bor all the way to the ocean in Sagaponack.

And it is a critical resource. It is
not just the Eastern tiger salamander. | know
that that m ght have triggered in your m nd the
need for an Environnental |npact Statenent, but
this resource is so such nore. |t has species
of global significance. It is an area that
lends itself to not just the appreciation of
nature but recreation. It is one of a kind and
it can't be repl aced.

And that is why in ny comments with

regard to this particular project that, you
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know, the SEQRA process to ne -- you know,
you' ve got 213 pages there. There's a whole
encycl opedi a of informati on about the area.
But the critical part of any Environmental
| rpact Statenent is the mtigative neasures and
the alternatives. And in ny statenents about
this project, because of the critical nature of
the Long Pond Greenbelt, this alternative
should be the alternative of |ast resort and we
shoul d be | ooking -- we should be | ooking at
ways to avoid any inpacts here in the Long Pond
G eenbel t.

And | hope that this SEQRA process is
a very interactive process between PSEG and
LI PA and the community. |'ve seen a |ot of
times wwth the SEQRA process where you do the
draft, we have a hearing, we nake conmments, you
respond to the comments, there's a Fina
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent, and the
deci sion i s made.

| invite you, and | know County
Legislator Bridget Flem ng feels the sane way
and she'll speak for herself, but we want to

engage in a continuing process with you. As
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you said we're at the Draft Environnenta
| npact St atenent process. W want you to cone
back and work with us and work with the
community to | ook at all the options, all the
alternatives, all of the mtigative neasures
that nay be avail able here and to see if we can
find sone consensus as to how to proceed wth
LI PA and PSEG neeting its responsibility to
provide electricity to people here on the South
For k.

So, you know, |'ve read the
Envi ronnmental | npact Statement. | think
there's nore to be done as far as, certainly as
|"ve said, mtigative neasures. You know, |'ve
| ooked at the alternatives that you' ve
presented. | will acknow edge that all of
these alternatives have issues. But we need to
work together, and this needs to be a
col | aborati ve process to reach a sol ution that
protects everything that is special about the
Long Pond G eenbelt.

Too much work, too nmuch effort by
people in this roomthat volunteer their tine,

that work literally day and ni ght and have done
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so for decades. First to see the | and
preserved, then to see it properly managed so
that the public can enjoy it. You can't have a
project comng in that destroys those efforts
t hat have been made for so nmany, nany years.

So |l invite you to work with the
community, to work with the elected officials

that represent the community, to | ook at

alternatives and solutions -- and | think
you' || hear sone tonight, some other options
and sone ot her suggestions -- so that when we

get to the Final Environnental |npact Statenent
process and when it gets to the deci sion-naking
time for a project like this, we have all
wor ked toget her and we've gotten what i s not
just the best result for PSEG and its
st ockhol ders, but what is the best result for
the community here on the East End and on the
Sout h Fork. Thank you.
THE ANNOUNCER: Legi sl ator Fl em ng.
LEA SLATOR FLEM NG Thank you, Fred,
for your continued | eadership and for all
you' ve done to preserve open space here on Long

| sl and.
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' m Legi sl ator Bridget Flem ng. |
serve this district in the Suffol k County
Legi sl at ur e.

Begi nning in 1968, 1968, through a
chain of |and acquisitions Suffolk County, the
Nat ur e Conservancy, and the Town of Sout hanpton
have preserved and protected over 600 acres of
| and that stretches from Qter Pond in Sag
Har bor to Sagaponack Pond in Sagaponack known
as the Long Pond Greenbelt. And | would
reiterate and echo what ny col |l eague Fred
Thiele said. |It's not only about the Eastern
tiger sal amander.

The Long Pond Greenbelt is a unique
expanse of interconnected coastal plain ponds,
freshwat er swanps, wetl ands, fields, and
woodl ands, supporting one of the highest
concentrations of rare species and natural
communi ties anywhere in New York State.

' msure you'll hear one of the
great est things about representing this
community is we have an abundance of very
smart, commtted scientists and

environnentalists. |I'msure you will hear from
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themwith regard to the alternatives and the
specific inpacts to the aquifer to open space
to wldlife habitat and to the protected
speci es.

But | wll say that |ooking at the
alternatives in the EIS | would agree that
there are no good alternatives to this project,
and |"msure you're going to hear fromothers
on that. So | want to confine ny conmments j ust
so that the record is conplete on just one
parti cul ar concern that | have.

The proposed action is clained to be
needed to support forecasted electric | oad
growmh. And I'll say that year in and year out
we have seen from LI PA consi stent patterns of
dramatic projections of future | oad
requi rements that are subsequently reduced.
Particularly, we have seen now dranmatic
reductions that are driven by greater adoption
of energy efficiency and alternative sources
such as rooftop sol ar, which bal ance Long
Island's electric grid. And, in fact, in the
2017 Sout hanpton Press reported that a house

built at that tine in 2017 used | ess than half
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as much energy as simlarly sized houses built
just 10 years prior. And a quarter |ess than
simlarly sized houses in the 1980's.

As reflected in Long Island s peak
| oad forecast update, your docunent of
March 2020, we've already seen drastic
reduction from al nost 75, 000 negawatts
projected in 2013 to |l ess than 5,000 negawatts
for what was 2020. And the new peak | oad
forecast for 2030 is approxi mately 340
megawatts | ower than that years forecast.

At the county | evel al one energy
efficiency projects are maki ng drastic
reductions in the seven cogenerati on projects
that are currently in planning or
i mpl enentation for |arge county buildings are
projected to reduce CO2 em ssions by sone 1, 800
nmetric tons. W don't neasure it in kilowatt
hours. But certainly that --

(Noi se di sruption.)

MALE VO CE: That's anot her issue.

LEG SLATOR FLEM NG That's anot her
public hearing. Stay tuned.

| am | have to say, | am concerned

16

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG

PH-14
(cont'd)

PH-15

PH-16


pomi-urbatl
Line

pomi-urbatl
Line

pomi-urbatl
Line

pomi-urbatl
Text Box
PH-14
(cont'd)

pomi-urbatl
Text Box
PH-15

pomi-urbatl
Text Box
PH-16


© 00 ~N oo o B~ w DN

N NN N NN P R R R R R R R R R
aa b~ WO DN PP O © 0o N oo 0o~ O w NN+ O

17

that as Fred pointed out, you know, we've seen
this again and agai n and again. Careful
present ati ons, SEQRA anal ysis, and sonet hi ng
that we know is going to have a dramatic inpact
on sonething that we |ove, sonething that is
rare throughout New York State, and | would say
t hroughout the entire region.

Since 1968, we have been worki ng and

spending mllions to preserve this, and it's
not just for the salamander. | am concer ned
that | hear it already being tal ked about as a

fait acconpli.

| do believe as Fred -- but I've also
been in many, you know, governnent projects
where | have seen subtl e and nuanced approaches
to the specifics, whether it's the transm ssion
distribution that are your goals for this
project or whether it is the specific anpbunt of
a peak load that you're trying to neet or
whet her it is the specific technology that you
attenpt to use for acconplishing these goals.
There are tweak and changes and nuances t hat
can be built into those prograns if you don't

think of it already as a fait acconpli.
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What you are proposing here is going
to have a dramatic and | dare say unacceptabl e
i mpact to our natural environment, and it's got
to be rethought.

Thank you.

THE ANNOUNCER: Next we have Natalie
Ryan.

MS. RYAN. Hi. Good evening. M
nane is Natalie Ryan. |I'ma Long Island
Community Partnershi p Manager for the Nature
Conser vancy.

Ckay. The Nature Conservancy w shes
to express our concern regarding the proposed
PSEG Bri dgehanpt on- To- Buel | under ground cabl e
pr oj ect .

The Long Pond Greenbelt has a | ong
hi story of public support to protect it, as we
can see tonight, and together we have a
mul titude of partners, including Suffolk County
and the Town of Sout hanpton. The Conservancy
succeeded in preserving over 600 acres of this
uni que and i nportant conti nuous chai n of
coastal plain ponds in an area of intense

devel opnent al pressure.
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The Long Pond Greenbelt is a unique
expanse of interconnect coastal plain ponds,
freshwat er swanps, wetl ands, fields, and
woodl and as Legi sl ator Flem ng pointed out.
Thi s supports one of the highest concentrations
of rare species and natural conmmunities
anywhere in New York State, including at |east
t hree known breedi ng ponds of the New York
St at e endangered ti ger sal amander.

Addi tional ly, the New York Natural
Heritage Program has identified significant
natural conmmunities and reference of 14 rare,

t hr eat ened, and endangered species on or in the
vicinity of the proposed project route.

Whi |l e nuch of the proposed work is
subsurface, this project may i npact the
hydrol ogy of this inportant freshwater system
that nany of these species are dependent upon.

We urge every neasure of caution to
mtigate this potential inpact.

The Conservancy under stands and
appreci ates the need for new el ectric
transm ssion infrastructure as we transition to

nore renewabl e energy sources; however,
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ensuring that environnentally sensitive areas,
such as the Long Pond G eenbelt, are protected
nmust be consi dered inside the new transm ssion
projects to neet this increasing denand.
Especially when ot her, |esser danagi ng
alternatives exist, such as |ocal road

ri ght - of - ways.

The Conservancy requests that the
alternative routes be fully expl ored and
exhaust ed before consideration is given to
PSEG s preferred route fromin the vicinity of
the environnentally sensitive Long Pond
G eenbel t.

Thank you.

THE ANNOUNCER: Bob DelLuca.

MS. BURMEI STER. Good eveni ng and
t hank you very nuch. M nane is Bob DelLuca,
and | serve as President of Goup for the East
End. On behalf of the G oup | appreciate the
opportunity to provide comments on the Draft
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent for
Bri dgehanpt on- Buel | Transm ssi on Li ne.

For the record, the Goup for the

East End was founded in Bridgehanpton in 1972,

20

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG

PH-22
(cont'd)

PH3-2

PH-24


pomi-urbatl
Line

pomi-urbatl
Line

pomi-urbatl
Line

pomi-urbatl
Text Box
PH-22
(cont'd)

pomi-urbatl
Text Box
PH3-2

pomi-urbatl
Text Box
PH-24


© 00 ~N oo o B~ w DN

N NN N NN P R R R R R R R R R
aa b~ WO DN PP O © 0o N oo 0o~ O w NN+ O

21

wth the professionally staffed environnental
advocacy and educati onal organizati on,
representing in the conservation and conmunity
pl anning interests of several thousand nenber's
househol ds, community organi zati ons, and

i ndi viduals from across the East End of Long

| sl and.

For ny part | have served as a
conservati on bi ol ogi st professor and | and-use
practitioner in this region for the |last 40
years. | think | can probably save tine by
stipul ating that everything which has been said
| agree with, and I just want to drill down a
little bit nore on a couple of the specifics
here.

First and forenpst we woul d agree
that if there was a workabl e and economi cally
responsi ble strategy to redirect this proposal
away fromthe G eenbelt we woul d support that
nmeasure. We also know that there's a |l ot of
consi derations involved and we're sort of in a
position of |ooking at trying to get the | east
worst alternative, which | understand is a

probl em for everybody. But nonetheless, to the
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extent that this project can be noved outside
of the Geenbelt, that would be our first
priority.

Now t hat being said |I've | ooked at
all the alternatives, and | hope that | can
narrow and focus you on a few of them

Wth respect to the Northern
Under ground Route, although it does get you
ki nd of outside the Greenbelt, one of the
things that is evident in the |Inpact Statenent
is what you need to go through to get that the
Village of Sag Harbor, with the houses and
residential areas that you would need to go
t hrough, is probably next to inpossible. So
Alternative 2 from our perspective is probably
not sonething that we coul d support, and |
don't think it would work with your needs and
time limts.

Wth respect to the Sout hern
Under ground Route that proposal, although it's
al so operating in a right-of-way and clearly
there coul d be sone inpacted residences, it
does have an advantage over Alternative 2 due

to the less conplicated route that it takes,
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fewer jurisdictional boundary issues, and its
greater confinenent of maj or roadways, which
reduces potential inpacts on residential areas.
That said, it's still 43 percent |onger than
the action that you want to do but it is
outside the Greenbelt, and we suggest that this
alternative renmai n under considerati on.

Wth respect to the Northern Hybrid
Route, take a | ook at that proposal. The
ext ensi ve repl acenent of poles and the
installation of nore intrusive poles and
hi ghway visibilities all along will create
conpl i cati on and enhance through the Vill age
that I don't think nost folks wll find
acceptable. | think there's a higher visual
i npact, and we don't support further
consi deration of Alternative 4.

Wth respect to the Overhead Route
w thin LIPA Easenent, this is Alternative 5,
this one seens to kind of have the worst of all
features if you take a look at it. And it's
got 134 new steel poles, 65 feet above grade,
50 feet bel ow grade, coupled with construction

activities involving cranes and ot her
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equi pnent, and | would say that you would --
ask you to abandon further consideration of
that alternative.

But here's the thing. How does all
of that stack up against what it is you' ve
proposed to do? And | think here is where the
ki nd of narrowi ng needs to take place. As a
general statenment, yeah, the route is shorter,
it probably is | ess obtrusive to individual
resi dences, you can nake a case here for
directional drilling, and it can be nore cost
effective than what |'ve seen represented in
t he DEI S.

But think about what we're tal king
about here, and if you didn't know it when you
got here you' ve probably heard. About 50 years
has been spent trying to take care of this
place. Trying to protect it. Trying to make
it arelic of a past natural history that has
been di sappearing. And so, what | would say
very bluntly is if you seek to do work in that
area LI PA, PSEG whoever is in charge
ultimately needs to consider what it is that

you're going through. Not that you can do it
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from an engi neering standpoint, but that you're
doing it for this community, which has worked
for 50 years to preserve this area.

And one of the suggestions | would
make is that you consider a vital environnmental
benefit fund or an environnental mtigation
fund. Sonmething to denonstrate respect and
honor the tradition that took place to get the
G eenbelt where it is, and allow that
i ndependent fund to offset potential inpacts
directly related to the project and future
mtigation and nanagenent ease that the
G eenbelt has. And | say that only because |I'm
trying to bal ance the equities here about
everything that you have to | ook at.

The big thing that | think is
m ssing, and I nmaybe woul dn't expect it from
fol ks that don't spend as nuch tine here as we
do, is the honorabl e expedition of that
G eenbelt nmeans sonething to people here.

MR GRUZA: Four m nutes.

MS. BURMEI STER And so | woul d ask
you to really include that in your thoughts and

in your comments when you conme back here to
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answer that. But ditch those other
alternatives. Please consider the

envi ronnental benefit fund, and | thank you
very nmuch for your tine.

THE ANNOUNCER: Alice Wai nwi ght.

No? Okay.
The next | have is Julie Burneister.
MS. BURMEI STER Ckay. |'mjust an

ordinary citizen. M famly's been here for
over 100 years, and | think it says that we are
committed to this area as we can.

And this particular project really

hori zontally -- | think there was sonething
about it. | had a man cone and -- gas -- well,
| guess he is. | don't know whet her he was.
He cane and said -- he asked ne if he could

turn off ny gas. And | said, "Turn off the
gas? Wiy would | want to turn off ny gas?" He
said, "We're installing a gas |ine al ong Ccean
Road." | said, "Well, I"'mwaiting for you cone
because | can see all the yellow lines on the
pavenent." And | said, "I don't see any

di gging going on." He said, "Ch, ma'am we

don't do it that way anynore."”
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So | said, "Show ne how you do it."
So he took nme down and showed ne hori zont al
drilling along the surface area of the road and
| was amazed. But when -- and | guess every
500 feet or so they nmade, they dug it down, and
connected a chain and they dragged the pipe
through. And | thought that was, as a previous
sci ence teacher, | thought that was pretty
cool .

But drilling horizontally on the Long
Pond G eenbelt, a preserve nature area of pond
and woods, to install an electrical

transm ssion cable is an attack on our

environnent. |It's one thing drilling al ong
Ccean Road. It's another going through a
protected -- well, that's already been said.

Protected area is so crazy. The only
appropriate place -- horizontal drilling to
install a gas and water line and our utilities
is a useful technol ogy, but not in an
environnentally sensitive area.

There is an alternative route,
which -- there are alternative routes which are

| onger and nore expensive, but we are paying
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t he hi ghest electrical rates in the country and
| think sonehow you can serve us better with a
nore positive outreach to the community.

And | have one | ast thought that:
Has there been a risk analysis done on this
study and what would it cost if a m stake
occurs and the Long Pond G eenbelt is
irreversi bly harned? Has there been any kind
of risk analysis done?

It seens there's a big risk here.

MS5. PUM -URBAT: W're just here to
recei ve comments tonight so any comments are
going to be fornally responded to in the Final
Envi ronnment al | npact St atenent.

MS. BURMEI STER  That's fi ne.

I*'ma nenber of the Sout hanpton Town
Sustainability Commttee and Bri dgehanpt on
Civic Association, and | hope you all hear our
appeal .

MR, GRUZA: Thank you.

THE ANNOUNCER: Bar bara Bor nst ein.

MS. PUM - URBAT: And just before you
speak. Just for the folks to be aware. W're

going to ask that Erin raise his hand when
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there's about 30 second left just so you're
aware of the tinme frane, because we do
recogni ze that we do have a |l ot of people that
W sh to speak this evening and we want to hear
all of you.

MS. BORNSTEIN: Thank you. I'm
Barbara Bornstein. | live in Sagaponack and I
spend a lot of tinme in the Geenbelt and |'m an
ex-board nenber of Friends of the Long Pond
G eenbel t.

| probably don't do nearly as nuch
work as other people in this roomdo to
preserve it, but the man and wonman hours spent
there, as well as the dollars that -- Fred
Thi el e, thank you and Bridget Flem ng and the
Nat ur e Conservancy and tal ked about i nvesting
and protecting this area are iInmense.

So they can all be nmuch nore el oquent
than | ever could be about the environnental
i mpact; about even the history of it and what
we have to lose here. So I'll just point to
who has the nost to | ose here, and it's those
two little boys in the back room In the

future we'll be gone and then it's theirs, and
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we can't clean up a habitat. Wat you said
earlier about, you know, who -- due acclimation
[sic], it doesn't happen. You can't restore a
vernal pond. You can't fix what is liable to
happen here. Even the plan disturbance is bad
enough.

Pl ease reconsider. And | haven't had
time to | ook at all the alternatives, so |'l]l
make anot her statenent later in witing. But
to quote sonebody that | like. "Please don't
do it just because you can."

THE ANNOUNCER: St ephen Storch?

MR STORCH: Al right. Stephen
Storch. | live in Water MIIl and |I've been
living out here for 40-sonething years. And
this is just a representation of howlittle
respect you have for how hard peopl e work out
here for the noney that they nake and that went
into paying taxes that we use to pay for this.

And, you know, there's always an
expr essi on from Sout hanpt on: Peopl e from away.
You're not fromaround here. They al ways send
peopl e that have no stake in what we've created

here to do damage. People cutting down trees
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to build houses and clearing |ots and things
i ke that.

And, you know, for this extra
electricity are you tal ki ng about serving the
one percent? Because | don't see any of them
here, you know, speaking out against it or
speaking for it. They don't want to really
show their face in connection to things |ike
this, but they want to reap the benefits of
what we have here. You know, buy a lot, build
a house, then sell it for big profits on the
backs of people that -- you know, we all |ove
it for the sane reason. But people that cone
and sell out and | eave, nake out.

And we stay here and we're left wth
nore and nore burden of traffic and bi g houses
that have to be served by hundreds of people
pl uggi ng up the roads, com ng from away because
they can't afford to live here. They've got to
cone from40, 50 mles away. Sone people cone
from New York Gty and New Jersey to work here.

And, you know, it's just a
m sunder st andi ng of who we are and what this

place is. You're tal king about going there and
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digging into a place that it's taken nature
15,000 years after the ice age to | ay down and
buil d; okay. |If you can grok that. You know,
15,000 years ago we were under a two-nmile thick
sheet of ice here when it stopped. And all
this is built up.

And, you know, | work in environnment
renedi ation on an organic farm | work with a
| ot of different places with a |ot of different
people and a |lot of different environnents, and
do you have any idea what happens when you
directional drill under a pond that's connected
to the groundwater? And you, like, put this
pi peline of wire through it? 1Is it gonna neke
a leak and drain these ponds? You don't --

So these are question that you can't
answer because you don't know.

| yield back ny tine.

THE ANNOUNCER: Ken Dor ph?

VR. DORPH: First of all, | can't
j udge whether the need -- | think Bridget's
comrent about the need for electricity was very
interesting. | can't judge that. Let's hope

that the extra electricity will go for
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el ectrical cars and other substitutes for
fossil fuel. But even so.

My nanme is Ken Dorph and | |ive on
one of the houses on Round Pond, which is in
t he nort heast corner of the Long Pond
G eenbelt. If you think of it |ike Central
Park, and the G eenbelt is just about the size
of Central Park, we live at 110th Street and
Fifth Avenue.

My spouse worked for the Nature
Conserve. He had been on the board of Friends
of the Long Pond Greenbelt, so he would have
been intimately involved with this treasure for
over 25 years.

Now to reenphasi ze; this is not just
about sal amanders. Just one exanple. The
Greenbelt enbraces a stream of coastal plain
ponds with their unique fauna. Plants that
m ght be underwater for 10 years and then cone
up and fl ower when the water goes down, the
wat er | evel goes down. Really unusual speci es.

These coastal plain ponds exist in
only three places remaining in the United

States: Cape Cod, the New Jersey Pine Barrens,
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and right here. And that we woul d be
considering the risks of damagi ng such a rare
environnent to ne is appalling.

I'd like to also point out that the
PSEG information -- | tried to read it to nake
sense of things -- was both unconvi nci ng and
difficult to understand. And |I'mnot an idiot.
So there were things that | think your
presentati on could have been a | ot nore easy to
understand. | don't know where it goes
underground, | don't know how it gets through
the areas within the G eenbelt.

The last thing | just want to say is
t hat thinki ng agai n about Central Park. Can
you inage if we decided to destroy Central Park
and put underground lines and cut through
Central Park? People would be appalled. WllI,
this place to us is at |least as valuable. It
is really our Central Park, and | want you to

t hi nk about how damaging it is. Mst of us

here in this roomthink you should go -- maybe
everyone here in this room-- thinks that you
shoul d go el sewhere. Try Alternative 3. It

nake a | ot nore sense.
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Thank you.

THE ANNOUNCER: Frank Quevedo?

MR QUEVEDO Thank you. M nane is
Frank Quevedo. |'mthe executive director of
Sout h Fork Natural H story Miuseum just | ocated
south of the proposed area where you're goi ng
to dig transm ssion |ines under the Long Pond
Greenbelt. W do 300 interpretive educati onal
natural progranms a year to famlies and
children of all ages.

First and forenpst | just want to
t hank Dai Dayton, Friends of the Long Pond
G eenbelt, for all of her efforts and her
group's efforts along with Assenbl ynan Fred
Thi el e, Bridget Flem ng, and Bob DelLuca, and
all the environnentalist here on the South Fork
who have worked so diligently over the years to
protect this significant and ecol ogically
sensitive habitat.

My background is marine science, and
| ' ve been an environnentali st and a bay nanager
specialist for the Town of East Hanpton for
over a decade. And |'ve been the executive

director for this wonderful nature educati on
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organi zati on known as the South Fork Natural
H story Museum for 12 years.

So we do surveys for the New York
DEC. W provide data about ecol ogical habitats
here in the Long Pond Greenbelt for assessing
the sensitivity of the environnment. The
Eastern tiger sal anander breeds in many ponds
t hroughout the Long Pond Greenbelt and utilizes
a thousand or nore feet fromits breeding
ponds. | know | read sonething in an article
that the PSEG was proposing to do this project
500 feet away fromthe vernal breedi ng pond.
But in reality they utilize a thousand feet
around their breedi ng ponds.

Snapping turtles, box turtles, they
utilize the habitat. Al so travel thousands of
feet to lay eggs in outlaying areas. And, you
know, with all ny experience taking people
t hrough the Greenbelt for interpretive
programmng it is without a doubt the nost
rewardi ng place on the east end where | can
educat e peopl e about how inportant it is to
protect this natural resource.

These animals are -- have evol ved
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here in this habitat and the aninmals are
glacial dwellers like the gentleman a few
speakers ago had said. |It's taken thousands of
years to evolve and to have this particul ar
habitat, being as significant as it is, and I
t hi nk, you know, we just need to protect it as
best we can.
So on behalf of the entire South Fork
Nat ural Hi story Society Organization |I'm here
to officially oppose the project to run any
power |ines through the Long Pond G eenbelt.
One of the things also that | would
| i ke to hear about is the future, if this

proj ect does go through, of what

el ectromagnetic field interference wll do to
underground habitat. | don't think that people
speak about that. And the hertz -- the hertz

on the fauna that are positive in this
particul ar preserve are not, you know, they
don't usually hear noi se and see things but
they react to vibration and transm ssi on cabl es
and electricity, electromagnetic fields through
a habitat like this. So | just feel that it's

best to hear other alternatives than running

37
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cabl es through this preserve.

Thank you.

THE ANNOUNCER: Meghan Moore?

M5. MOORE: Hi. M nane is Meghan
Moore. |I'ma property owner with ny husband at
21 Merchants Path in Sagaponack not far from
the Haines Path Trail head to the Long Pond
G eenbelt, and a board nenber of the Friends of
the Long Pond G eenbelt.

| only just noved out here full tinme
two and-a-half years ago and di scovered the
Long Pond Greenbelt on wal ks with ny dog, which
of fered nuch needed respite fromthe stress and
| onel i ness of work and working renotely during
2020 and 2021.

I'"'m here today to voice nmy opposition
to PSEG s proposal to drill through the
G eenbel t.

From a sinple search of the New York
Departnent of State web site of Coastal Fish and
Wldlife Assessnent Form i ndi cates the Long
Pond Greenbelt is an ecosystemrare in Suffolk
County and provides inportant habitat for the

w de variety of fish and wildlife species. The
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Long Pond Greenbelt site is included in the
Sout hanpton Greenbelt inportant bird area. The
Long Pond G eenbelt is recognized by the U S.
Fish and WIildlife Service as a priority wetl and
conpl ex under the federal Emergency Wetl ands
Resources Act of 1986.

The New York Natural Heritage Program
in conjuncture with the Nature Conservancy
recogni zes the greater Long Pond G eenbelt
Conmpl ex, including the Long Pond G eenbelt,

Sl ate Pond, Bl ack Pond Bri dgehanpt on, and
littl e Poxabogue Pond, as priority site for
bi odi versity.

And as we all know, the area that is
proposed drilling is a habitat to the Eastern
ti ger sal amander, which the New Yor k Depart nment
of Environnental Conservation web site says that
"Loss of habitat has been responsible for the
extirpation of this species fromheavily
devel oped western Long Island. Recent surveys
have identified about 90 breedi ng ponds in New
York, confined to Nassau County and Suffol k
County. Its status at these remaining sites is

t enuous because of pesticides and ot her
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contam nants, threat of devel opnent, and ot her
| and use patterns."” Again, excerpts fromthe
Wldlife and Coastal Form

Any activity that woul d substantially
degrade the water quality in the ponds,
streans, and wetl ands of the Long Pond
Greenbelt woul d have significant inpacts on the
bi ol ogi cal productivity of this area. All
species of fish and wldlife would be adversely
affected by water pollution, such as chem cal
contam nation, oils spills, excessive turbidity
or sedi nentation, waste di sposal, and airborne
pol lution. Significant changes in the water
quality or hydrol ogic regine of the coastal
pl ain ponds in the Long Pond G eenbelt woul d
result in |loss of rare species and degradati on
of the ecol ogi cal character and val ue of pond
and pond-shore conmuniti es.

Eli m nati on of water or wetland areas
t hrough excavation or filling would result in a
direct | oss of valuable habitat area. The
exi sting hydrology in the Long Pond G eenbelt
wet | ands shoul d not be disturbed.

The Town of Sout hanpt on has
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recogni zed the inportance of the G eenbelt as a
high priority for acquisition.

When you read all of this, and to ne,
it's just commbn sense that we shoul d not
permt underground drilling through the
Greenbelt. Wiile there is informati on sayi ng
that HDD is the | east disruptive form of
drilling, it is not wiwthout risk. And here,
even if the probability of unexpected
occurrences could reasonably be assessed as
| ow, the magni tude of the possible inpact is
just too great.

Thank you.

THE ANNOUNCER: Lorena Pati no.

MS. PATING  Thank you. Howis
everybody? 1'd like to introduce nyself. [|I'm
very pleased to neet you, ny nei ghbors and
community. Thank you very much for this
|l ecture. | just cone in from heari ng about
this reunion. | feel confortable com ng here
and speak about the representation of the group
| have here [sic].

My nane is Lorena Patino. |'mfrom

Mexi co, but | work with four different school s
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in Europe, in Africa, Mexico, the west coast
and east coast.

In this time I'm having here worKking
in different projects and presentations. And
w th Brunswi ck School and another firmin
Nassau and Bel | port, independent wth canpers
[sic] and the farner's workers and the
institution.

| feel |ike we don't understand that
this -- the colum of real history, and I'min
here because | found this Long Pond G eenbelt
for the greatest period that is here.

For ne is like this is a call of
not her nature. To ne to show this globally as
a piece of the rarest places in the world.
That's for you comment |ike a swanp or like a
trail. But for nature, this is exanple of that
too bigtitle feeling; the nost incredible
architectures in the world.

How tragic to degenerate. | try to
create in the | ooks and the feeling.

I work in Geece. | work also in
Poland, in Ukraine. And it is absurd that you

don't understand that you have in New York, and
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we are not going to allow that you are using
the electricity for the weal thy house.

I have a solution for you. Sustain
the solar. Educate. You want to start a
conversation that you want to show this to your
custoners. You have custoners in |ocation.

We are in the nost rare place in the
worl d. That people is creating conunity with
Japan, wth Taiwan, people fromreally high
| evel s of education. And we are al so
t hreatened that they are here with us.

Thank you.

| also wanted to reach out. | also
wanted to reach in the communion [sic] and we
are trying to create a comunity and you have
the option to upgraded yourself for the
conmuni ty.

Thank you.

THE ANNOUNCER: Tom d eszczuk.

MR COLESZCZUK: Thank you. Yes, |
think this is better. GCkay. M nane is Tom
Ad eszczuk, and ny wife and | have been
year-round residents for 10 years plus. W

were drawn here from New York because of its
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nat ural beauty, and what you've heard so far is
a comunity saying we are concerned. W don't
want to risk it.

Now there is, in addition to the
natural beauty, there is the Lakota sayi ng
(speaking in foreign | anguage) wonders of life.
And clearly the natural world out here is
partially fed by the ponds that are at ri sk.

Now |'ve heard the argunments that,

"Well, you're just drilling through clay and
hori zontal drilling -- everything will be
fine," but there is a contenporary warni ng

here. W heard this argunent fromthe oi
i ndustry when they said, "W have this new
technique. It's called fracking."

Ckay. Not to say that you're going
to be forcing water into the ground. But the
fact of the matter is that this is a sensitive
area, and if it's |ost because of this
technology it really can't be repl aced.

But what | would like basically to
say is that how nany peopl e have you heard
speak al ready? How nmany have said, "Hey, this

is a great idea. Let's go ahead.” Now there
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may be one or two later on. | don't know |
can't predict that. But the overwhel m ng
opi ni on of those of us who took tine out of our
day to conme here, the overwhelm ng opinion is
this is not a good idea drilling through.

And what | would |Iike to suggest is
t ake anot her | ook at going al ong established
roadways. Ckay, so it will cost $40 mllion
nore. We're already paying the highest rates
anywhere and it's not as if you're a smal
conpany and $40 mllion is half of your incone.
You can do it. And I think it would be a gross
di sservice to our community if you should
proceed as is and drill underneath the Long
Pond Greenbel t.

Thank you.

THE ANNOUNCER: W have speakers who
have signed up previously. If you're
interested in speaki ng and you haven't signed
up, please cone over here and | will take your
nane.

The next person Dai Dayt on.

MS. DAYTON: Hello. |'m Dai Dayton

from Friends of the Long Pond G eenbelt. W
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are representing nore than 400 nenbers.

The Long Pond Greenbelt, as you've
heard, is irreplaceable and your statenents
that you can fix anything that goes wong; it's
not possi bl e.

First to the west of the turnpike
you're going to be affecting the G eat Swanp.
This is the hydrol ogical area of the Long Pond
Greenbelt. This feeds the Long Pond G eenbelt.
Your plan is to clear nearly an acre of |and
and stage this nachine that will shoot a drill
down an easenent, an easenent that has a vernal
pond right on the easenent. You'll be shooting
under that and then between Long Pond and Deer
Dri nk and Crooked Pond, which has an active
runni ng stream and, again, they are coasta
vernal ponds. Then your plan is to continue on
and put in a big vault to make the connecti on
fromthe other side. That wll pass right
t hrough the wetl ands and Long Pond G eenbelt,
the actual Long Pond of the G eenbelt.

There is no way you can repair
anyt hi ng that goes wong with this and you

cannot guarantee that sonething will not go
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wrong. So please consider Alternative Nunber
3.

Fred Thiele has hel ped in the past
when these issues conme up on Scuttle Hol e Road.
G ant towers were going to be put in and he
wor ked out sonet hing that worked that they
could put it underground. W all paid for it,
we were all happy to pay for it. And | hope,
actually, that Fred could explain how this
could be done to pay the extra anount of noney
to save our Long Pond G eenbelt.

Thank you.

THE ANNOUNCER: Shawn Lawer ence.

MR LAVERENCE: First | wasn't going
to give ny real nane so they didn't turn off ny
power. Thank you. It is wonderful to be here
in the community wth everybody here. | was
born and raised in Suffolk. Live in Sag Harbor
wth ny famly. |1'mhere for ny two daughters,
| sabel l e and Rosie, who |ove the Greenbelt very
nmuch.

I want to thank our political |eaders
for standing up for every-day citizens and our

envi ronnental | eaders, Dai, who is the | egend
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of this group. Thank you for everything you're
doi ng.

So | run a communi cati ons conpany.
|'ve been in these roons, |'ve | ooked at this
table, and we all know. W see the |ooks on
your faces. W know. You tal ked about this as
a done deal. W know. You guys didn't even
i ntroduce yourselves to the room You don't
care.

This is our conmmunity. You don't
live here. W don't want this thing. W don't
want this built like this, and we're going to
fight you. And we're going to continue to
organi ze. You have to put out nore chairs.
You're going to have to get sone nore. W're
not going to stop. W're not going to stop.
This place is too inportant. This place is too
i mportant to our community, and | think you'll
find that this is just the begi nning of how
we' re going to push back and cone together and
fight this.

So | beg of you to prove ne w ong.
Prove to ne that you are listening. Prove to

this roomand our comunity. I wish, I wish, |
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W sh you guys spent a little nore tinme on sol ar

power. | wish | could put nore solar on ny
roof, but I'"'mtold you guys kept ne from doi ng
that. | nean, cone on guys.

So, please, prove us wong. Wrk

Wth us. Help protect this really inportant

pl ace.

Thank you very nuch.

THE ANNOUNCER: Trustee Ann Wl ker.

TRUSTEE WELKER: Good eveni ng. My
nanme is Ann Wl ker. |'m a Sout hanpton Town
Trustee. 1'd like to thank not only PSEG for

bei ng here this evening and for granting us the
opportunity to speak, as you've heard our
community is speaking loudly. 1'd also like to
t hank Dai Dayton and the Friends of the Long
Pond Greenbelt. 25 years of environnmental
advocacy. That's a long record. And it would
be a shane to ruinit wth this proposed
pr oj ect .

It's interesting that as a connector
for the wind farmto western power sources
there is the potential here to have things go

wong and the -- | don't really like this word,
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but the optics of that for PSEG | hope that
you' re considering that.

| took a nonent -- so the Town
Trust ees, Sout hanpt on Town Trustees, were
created by a land grant fromthe King of
Engl and back in 1686, and as part of that
doctrine the bottom ands of freshwater bodies
and streans are under the custody and care and
control of the Town Trustees. So in |ooking at
the water and the issues with the coastal ponds
and the potential for problematic situations I
especially | ooked at Appendix 1 [sic].

The title of Appendix 1, being a
Frac- Qut Conti ngency Plan. And there are nany
concerning issues to ne when |' m | ooking at
this contingency plan. And | just wanted to
make sure that as you're going through and
maki ng statenents such as, "The prinmary
envi ronnent inpact potentially associated wth
HDD is the inadvertent release of drilling
fluids or mud (water/bentonite m xture) to the
surface during construction (sonetines referred
to as "frac-out")."

In reading further to di scover what
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frac-out is and what the potential could be for
that to these fragile, as you' ve heard nany
tinmes tonight, very environnentally sensitive
coastal plain ponds and the critters and plants
that live in them There's a great danger
here.

So | strongly urge you to, on part of
this community -- and you can hear. This is a
passi onate community. And we are just a small
snapshot representing others who could not be
here this evening. | strongly urge you on
behal f of the Southanpt on Town of Trustees and
many others in this community, to consider

Al ternative Nunber 3, The Sout hern Underground

Rout e.

Thank you.

THE ANNOUNCER: Kate Emlio

MS. EMLICG M nane is Kate Em i o.
As soneone said earlier, | conme fromaway. And

22 years ago we purchased a place here in Sag
Har bor, and we've beconme acquai nted w th what
everyone | oves about this place. And this
whol e thing rem nds ne of a story.

The pl ace we cone fromaway fromis
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pl ace called WIlistown. And | renenber

getting a phone call -- we |lived outside of
Phi | adel phia in an agricultural area. It was
just beautiful. Hard to |eave but this place

al lured us here.

And one of the farnmers all owed
Phi | adel phi a Suburban Water Conpany to cone in
and drill test wells. Well, all of a sudden
folk's ponds were getting | ower and the water
tabl e was changi ng and all ki nds of things
going on. And | worked in the nei ghborhood. |
worked for a place called Smth Pine Aninal
Heal th Products. | was a physiol ogist there
and designed artificial aninmal nodels. And |
didn't know a | ot about ecol ogy but | knew
di fferent environnental assessnents and al
ki nds of things when we would send stuff to the
Center of Preventive Medicine and the FDA

So |l said |I'd take a ook at it and
basically what they were doing -- these test
wells were turning into profit centers where
they were sendi ng water el sewhere. And, you
know, we went to a PSEG -- not a PSEG  Excuse

me. W went to Phil adel phia Suburban Water and
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they | ooked at ne and they said, "OCh, yeah.

Wll, we're -- tell you what, Katy. If you've
got the noney we've got the tine." And | said,
n &ay. n

So we decided that we'd take the tine
to reach out to their shareholders. And we
found that a lot of their sharehol ders were
st akehol ders. And they cared. They were away
fromwhere we |ived, but they did care. And
Phi | adel phi a Subur ban and Water, the burden of
proof was changed so that they had to prove
that they weren't causing the environnental
damage and W1 listown Conservation Trust was
born and it's an absol utely fabul ous, pristine

area because sone of the from away sharehol ders

car ed.

THE ANNOUNCER: Jose Arandi a.

MR. ARANDI A: (Good evening, and |I'm
glad you're here to listen today. [|'ma
Wai nscott resident. |'mnot going to speak

about any of the scientific elenents of this
proj ect that other neighbors, and residents
have spoken about. But | am going to speak

about the four points that | think are a sense
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of the obvious and commpn sense.

The first one being that the need for
this additional cable project is not proven.
Not from your presentation, not fromwhat's
been said. |[|'ve sat at your side of the table.
My life has been in marketing. So | have
created those presentations. |'ve nade the
selling points. You have not made your selling
point. Certainly not wth what we've seen here
t oni ght .

Nunber two. The need for -- sorry.
Any ki nd of ground disturbance, no matter how
mnimal, is still going to be a ground
di sturbance. And a little ground di sturbance
w |l have an inpact. Maybe not seen on the
surface right away, but it's inpossible to
di sturb the | and underneath, especially by
bodi es of water, and not anticipate that this
Is going to have a very serious inpact. And
wll in sone one -- in some formcoll apse and
hopefully it's not going to coll apse on us.

My third point, and this is very
i mportant because we've had any nunber of

corporations cone into the area of Suffol k and
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the area east of the canal wanting to do

i nprovenment projects for us. Not the |east of
which is the wind project, but that's for

anot her neeting. The mitigation which is
offered is not a viable option because there's
no way that we wll know exactly what it's
going to cost. And | don't want you to put
nore noney into it than you need to for a
mtigation factor, but |I also don't want you
putting in any | ess noney than woul d be
necessary. So | don't think it's even a

consi deration that you're offering mtigation
because that will not be viable.

Fourth. The best mtigation is to
not disturb the environnent. This is -- this
cabl e systemis not necessary.

So with those four points | end wth
| do not support this project.

THE ANNOUNCER: Carol yn Logan d uck.

M5. LOGAN GLUCK: My nane is Carolyn
Logan Juck. | live in Wainscott, and | just
wanted to comrent briefly because |'ve spent
since January of this year serving a conpany

contractor like PSEG installing conduits for
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an electrical cable. And |I've watched vaults
being installed and |I've watched trees being
t aken down along the Long Island Rail Road in
order to accommobdate what was needed for
transportation to continue the cable to the
Cohal an [ phoneti c] Substation.

To think that work of this nature
woul d be conducted through the Long Pond
Greenbelt and along the -- what you claimto be
the right-of-way where the overhead power |ine
is is disturbing to ne because even if it is a
right-of-way, even if there are already
establ i shed infrastructure going through part
of the route that you've outline, it still wll
be i mensely disturbing to the natural ecol ogy
that's there today.

Li ke ny predecessors here at the mc,

Jose, |, too, question the need of this
project. But if, in fact, that's not enough to
stop it, which I doubt it is, | do hope that

you would go to the expense of installing the
cabl e al ong the Montauk H ghway where it woul d
be the | east disturbing to our ecol ogy.

Thank you.
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THE ANNOUNCER: W'l |l now be engagi ng
W th our zoom partici pants. One nonent please.

M5. PUM - URBAT: Can we al so address
the volune of the zoom participants, please,
just so the reporter can hear and adequately
record the comments.

THE ANNOUNCER: One nonent pl ease.
State your nane for the record pl ease.

MS. PONERS: M nane is Jess Powers.
Thank you to everyone who is there in person.
| wasn't able to be there due to an injury and
otherwise | definitely woul d.

I live in a house that ny great
gr andf at her bought in Noyack in the 60's. |'m
a nenber of the Friends of the Long Pond
Greenbelt and the South Fork Natural History
Museum and in ny daily work life | see a
downstream of shortsighted decision like this
on the environnment and on the communities
across the country.

There is a viable alternative, and I
ask that you go with opti on nunber three. And
that's all that | have to say.

Thank you so nuch.

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG

PH-78


pomi-urbatl
Line

pomi-urbatl
Text Box
PH-78


© 00 ~N oo o B~ w DN

N NN N NN P R R R R R R R R R
aa b~ WO DN PP O © 0o N oo 0o~ O w NN+ O

58

MS. PUM - URBAT: Do we have any ot her
partici pants?

THE ANNOUNCER: W are currently
wai ting on zoom partici pants.

Coul d the zoom partici pant pl ease
state your nane.

MR MARTIN:. N ck Martin.

THE ANNOUNCER: And you are |ive.

MR. MARTIN. Thank you. Thank you
everyone for this effort. And as a person who
lives in the Long Pond G eenbelt and raising a
famly of five here, someone who's involved in
construction and architecture, | believe that
the public may deserve to see additional
proposals that would allow for variable options
that do not disturb the Long Pond G eenbelt and
al so access to addition Environnental | npact
Statenents that show the potential issues and
ways that this kind of work may di sturb our
fragil e ecosystem

It's the very reason why we |ive here
and the very reason why we are all so concerned
wth this project. | believe that we each

deserve a sense of different ways of getting to
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t he sanme neans.

Thank you for your efforts.

THE ANNOUNCER: W currently have no
ot her zoom participants at this point who w sh
totalk. W wll -- Oh, we have one nore.

Coul d the zoom partici pant unnute and

start their video, please. Please state your

nare.
MR, SCHNEI DER: M/ nane is Jay
Schnei der.
THE ANNOUNCER: You are |ive.
MR, SCHNEI DER: Ckay. | have been a
resi dent of the Greenbelt for 25 years. | have

really not nmuch to add to what's been said
before. 1'd like you to take a look. This is
Lily Pond. This is the Greenbelt. This is one
of the nost beautiful places in the world.

Leave it al one.

Thank you.
M5. DODDS: Hi. Thank you. [|I'm
Kelly Dodds. |'ma resident of Sag Harbor,

Noyack, and ny famly's here with ne, Jackson
and Rowen, ny boys. And they are -- we're all

menbers of the Friends of the Long Pond
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G eenbelt, all four of us. Rowen actually
becane a nenber when he was seven weeks ol d.
That was his first treck, as you m ght
renmenber .

So, yeah, we spend a lot of tine in
the Greenbelt. And I'mnot just here to
represent ny famly, but I'mhere to represent
the many famlies of Sag Harbor and the East
End that cone together as a comunity to use
and share and just take a stroll or if we're
out there and we see our friends, our
nei ghbors, plenty of dogs and happy peopl e.

But we cone together probably -- | think
there's a hike that's planned maybe once a
week, if not nore, between SoFo, the South Fork
Nat ural H story Museum and Friends of the Long
Pond Greenbelt, and Dai Dayton. W go to,
every year, the walk and off-wal k the day after
Thanksgiving. It's a famly tradition, 30
years, whoop whoop

So, yeah, I"'mtaking it light but the
point that I want to nake is that it's not --
yes, of course, it's about the G eenbelt and

it's about all of the beings, the living
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creatures that are there, but it's about the
community. |It's about the people; us, you
know. This is our conmmunity. W're
representing a sliver of it. You know, there's
hundreds of kids that cone out and use the
Greenbelt, and that's our place where we

gat her.

And t he thought of having it be
di sturbed in any way, it does feel appealing.
Sonebody el se said that before. And, you know,
| noticed one of your options is to not do it.
So that's an option, too.

But, you know, to tal k about it, you
know, like it's happening or to say -- | heard
you say earlier, you know, you'll get our
foll owup Environnental |npact Statenment or
whatever it is. Like, we're humans here
talking to you. |I'mnot giving you 30 pieces
of paper. 1'd like you to cone and neet wth
us, a conversation. Cone take a hike with us
on the Geenbelt. See what it's all about.

You know, | appreciate that you've
done the work here and |I've read it and, you

know. | just -- | still don't see how the
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G eenbelt is a viable option. But yeah, the
kids can't really get up here and speak --

Do you guys want to say anythi ng?

CH LD VA CE: No.

MS. DODDS: No. Al right. So I'm
saying it for them you know, for our kids.

Pl ease find another way to acconplish what you
need.

MR. GRUZA: Are there any other
speakers?

M5. FOSTER Hi . Good evening. My
name is Robin Foster, and | actually have been
bl essed to live in the community for 56 years.
| actually grew up on Sag Pond, an eighth of a
mle fromthe beach. And now !l |ive for over
30 years, | live 4 mles north on Crooked Pond.

So ny famly has been a part of this
community for over a hundred years, and we have
worked tirelessly as a farmfamly to preserve
t hose pristine, amazing acres so that it wll
be here forever and ever. This was not an
expense that sonebody just cane al ong and sai d,
"Well, we're just going to pay you to stay on

this property.” W had to fight to keep it.
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My father was actually instrunental
in gathering farmers to fight the Shoreham
Project for LIPA -- against LIPA. Now Il see
t he actual change in the aquifer on Crooked
Pond because | am an aware human being. |
don't have to be a scientist but | see the
I mrense anmount of construction and |'ve seen
ponds dry up, including Crooked Pond. W' ve

had sone i ssues there. And | think it's

because there has been cenent that has actually

been put in everyone's backyard and that water
has to go sonewhere and that's where it's
goi ng.

And | just feel like if you are not
sensitive and don't care, this wll certainly
go away. And | invite you to see any
di sturbance, you know -- excuse ne. You talk
about the noney it's going to cost if you do a
separate, you know, Nunber 3. Well, I'Il tel
you sonething. |If there is a mstake it wll
be absolutely priceless. You won't be able to
spend enough noney to fix what you've ruined.

So spend the extra nopney and pl ease

| eave the Greenbelt al one because it is just
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t he nost precious thing that we have right now.
Thank you.
THE ANNOUNCER: Leslie Schultz.
M5. SCHULTZ: Hi . M nanme is Leslie

Schultz. | actually live diagonally across the
street fromRobin. | canme to |isten tonight
and as | sat and I |listened to everyone's

comments it just occurred to ne that we just --
this is just a nuts situation. This is just
absurd that we are even tal ki ng about this kind
wor k.

So | live across the street from
Crooked Pond, and | have -- when the property
was first built in the 1950s's the road was
sand and there was a clear view fromny -- what
iIs now ny house to the pond. It was a beach.

Now it's really grown up and it's,
you know, beautiful, green, lush. It also
bl ocks our view. So we called Robin and said,
"Robi n, what do you think if we do a little
trimm ng?" And she said, "No, no, no, no, no.
That's habitat. |It's against the law." And we
| earned fromthat.

And | see every couple of years PSEG
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cone al ong Crooked Pond and cl ear sonme of the
overgrowh so it doesn't interfere with the

el ectrical lines, the aboveground el ectri cal
lines. And you so -- your guys so -- wonan and
guys -- so carefully trimthose trees because
it's a habitat. Because you can't, as a | egal
matter, disturb the habitat of this |and that
has been so carefully preserved.

So the idea now that you are going to
drill -- horizontal, vertically, whatever
you're going to do -- is just one of those
absurdities of life. You can't do it. The
world is already on fire. W know that. And
this is preserved | and.

Thank you.

MR GRUZA: It looks |like there are
no additional speakers and if so we're going to
cl ose the public hearing.

I'd like to thank you all for com ng
and for expressing yourself. Thank you.

(WHEREUPON, this public information

sessi on was concl uded at 8:02 p.m)

* *
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CERTI FI CATI ON
STATE OF NEW YORK

Ss:
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK

I, NATASHA SNOCK, Court Reporter and
Notary Public of the State of New York, do
hereby certify:

That the within transcript was prepared by
me and is a true and accurate record of this
hearing to the best of ny ability.

| further certify that | amnot related to
any of the parties to this matter by bl ood or
by marriage and that | amin no way interested
in the outcome of any of these natters.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 6th of July, 2022.

NATASHA SNOOK

MGR Reporting, Inc.
1-844-MGR-RPTG
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